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In addition to having one of the loveliest arias of 
the entire operatic repertoire, “Un bel di,” Giacomo 
Puccini’s Madama Butterfly has a complicated and 
fascinating history. It began with a novel by Pierre 
Loti, Madame Chrysanthème, which 
gave birth to a short story, “Madame 
Butterfly,” by John Luther Long. 
This begat a play by David Belasco, 
which Puccini saw in London in 
1900. Puccini’s opera went through 
five different versions before he was 
satisfied. The final work premiered 
in 1904 and was a great success. 
In 1907, it had its first American performance at 
the Metropolitan, with Geraldine Ferrar and Enrico 
Caruso.

See Page 3
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Comstock captures second in Regionals
Tenor Taylor Comstock (featured in the Fall 2018 Bravo! 

newsletter) won second place in the Metropolitan Opera 
National Council Central Region Auditions in Chicago in 
January. Comstock, who was the only singer to advance 
from the District Auditions held in Lexington in November 
2018, did not earn a spot to compete on the Met stage 
in New York, but was gratified with his recognition. “For 
the first time in 3 appearances at this level, I placed 2nd 
in a Region that includes some of the most prestigious 
conservatories in the nation,” including the University of 
Kentucky opera program, he wrote. “Step by step is how 

we reach our goals...next year, I hope to take another step 
forward and have a chance to sing on the Met stage.”

Lexington singers appearing in Cincinnati
Lexington area opera fans who attend Cincinnati Op-

era’s Porgy and Bess this summer will see some familiar 
faces and hear some familiar voices. UKOT’s Dr. Everett 
McCorvey will sing the role of Peter and alumni Reginald 
Smith Jr. will sing Jake. Also appearing will be current 
students Marquita Richardson, Nathaniel Thompson 
(Undertaker), Tevin Vincent, Tanyaradzwa Tawengwa 
and Kendra Beasley and alumna Jeryl Cunningham. 

Praise for Silent Night
Rich Copley, longtime arts reporter and critic for the 

Lexington Herald-Leader, had nothing but praise for 
UKOT’s November production of Silent Night -- the first 
ever by a collegiate company. Silent Night tells the story 
of a Christmas Eve truce during World War I, weaving the 
stories of many characters from different countries who 
came together on that one peaceful night in the midst 
of war. “Far from a mere recounting of a historic event, 
Silent Night is a beautiful portrait of universal human-
ity and moral indictment of the machinery of war that 
grinds up bodies, hearts, minds and nations,” Copley 
wrote. “It is also filled with gorgeous and unsettling music, 
purposeful storytelling, and, here in Lexington, it is pre-
sented by a company with the skill to pull all of that off.”

Sadly Copley, whose informed reporting on UKOT 
has helped build an audience for opera and other art 
forms in Lexington, left the newspaper at the end of 2018. 
He will be missed.

APPLAUSE!

Taylor Comstock performing at Wolf Trap in the 
summer of 2018.

News to clap 
 about
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Uprising in Paris, a rock album
The many transformations of the butterfly continued. 

Beginning in the silent film era, over a dozen movies 
have been made, including several with an Asian cast, 
and even an animated version. The strangest adaption 
may be a 1932 non-singing film, with some of Puccini’s 
melodies used as background. It starred Sylvia Sidney 
and Cary Grant. The story has inspired songs, from 
“Poor Butterfly” in 1916 to a 1996 rock album by 
Weezer, called “Pinkerton.” 

Puccini’s opera remains very popular today, regularly 
appearing in lists of the 10 most performed works. It is 

usually performed much 
as it was in the beginning, 
with variations in the stage 
setting and costume.  
Several have made it a 
point to have Cio-Cio San 
adopt western dress to 
prepare for Pinkerton’s 
return and her son’s going 
to America. Sometimes 
there are problems with 
the staging, however. 

I was present for a 
performance years 
ago, when I was an 
impecunious student in 
Paris, only able to afford a 
seat in the highest balcony 
of the old Paris Opera. 
Someone had the idea 
that it would be lovely to 
perform the entire opera 
inside a black lacquered   
box. Those of us in the 

upper balconies could only see the top of the box. 
Shouting broke out; I learned a few French expressions 
I had not known before, and the episode made the 
morning papers. But the music was still lovely.

What will the upcoming version be like? Director 
Stephen Wrentmore has given me some very 
interesting insights, and what particularly struck me 
was how relevant Cio-Cio San’s tragedy is reflected 
in today’s world. He wrote, “I am really interested in 
the power dynamic in the opera. I cannot get over the 
age (and therefore the experience) disparity. Butterfly’s 

fate is sealed before we even begin. So we see 
and feel her hope and ambition, whilst knowing that 
her journey can only end badly. She is a young and 
vulnerable woman who seeks a better life in America, 
who holds a dream about what that ‘America’ is, and 
for whom that escape is the rest of her life.” 

Certainly this is one of the great themes in the 
history of our country. Wrentmore goes on, “these are 
also the darker elements and the role Goro plays in 
connecting wealthy white men with poor Asian girls. So 
I am also interested in how the male world conspires 
and how, ultimately, Butterfly is collateral.” Alas, this 
too continues in many parts of the world, from “picture 
brides” to human trafficking.

Any good work of theater or literature should allow 
us to appreciate both the exotic, that which is specific 
to one era and one cultures, and the universality of 
the human story that transcends it. I will look forward 
to hearing Butterfly sung by the very talented young 
people in the UK programs and seeing how the 
director’s vision comes to life.

Dorothy Carter

From Page 1

Madama 
Butterfly

Where: Singletary 
Center for the Arts, UK 
campus
When: March 1,2 at 
7:30 p.m. 
March 3 at 2 p.m.
Tickets: Call 
859.257.4929 
or visit 
www.SCFATickets.com Cary Grant and Sylvia Sidney starred in a 1932 

non-singing adaptation of Butterfly.
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Tim Webb
Lights, camera, song! A host of singers and instrumentalists thrilled live and video audiences.

CELEBRATION!
Ushering in 
the season 
with song

People crowded The Square in downtown Lexington to have a 
chance to enjoy the annual concert.

Live audiences in Lexington and thousands 
who watched the telecast around the world 
were thrilled with the artistry and energy of 
the 2018 Alltech Celebration of Song.

Conducted by UKOT's Dr. Everett Mc-
Corvey, the December 9 concert of carols 
and seasonal music featured winners of the 
Alltech Vocal Scholarship Competition as well 
as many other talented UK performers. 
The brainchild of Alltech founder, the late Dr. 
Pearse Lyons, the show included a tribute to 
him and, as always, was free to the public. 
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SOOP - the Schmidt Opera Outreach Program -- in-
troduces Kentucky schoolchildren to opera through 
adapted fairy tales that spark laughs and each life 
lessons. The 2018 show - Little Red's Most Unusual 
Day - travelled to nine counties for 28 performances. 

March
Madama Butterfly
Where: Singletary Center
When: March 1, 2 at 7:30 p.m.; March 3 at 2 p.m.
Cost: Ticketed event

Alltech Vocal Scholarship Competition
Where: Singletary Center
When: March 10 at 2 p.m.
Cost: Free and open to the public

April
Undergraduate Studio – Tennessee Williams 
in Songs and Words
Where: Schmidt Vocal Arts Center studio
When: April 12, 3 p.m. Summer and Smoke; 7:30 p.m. 
A Streetcar Named Desire. April 14, 2 p.m. Streetcar.
Cost: Free and open to the public. More 
performances may be added.

May
Encore!
Where: Keeneland
When: May 11
Cost: Ticketed event.

June
It's a Grand Night for Singing
Where: Singletary Center
When: June 7, 8, 14, 15 at 7:30 
p.m.; June 9, 16 at 2 p.m
Cost: Ticketed event.

Happenings 2019

Jaclyn Randazzo, as Little Red's mother.

Randazzo, Gabrielle Barker as Little Red and 
Tanner Hoertz as Dudley the Forest Ranger.

SOOP's red letter 
season just ended

Note to Bravo members!
Each issue of the Bravo! newsletter contains a Bravo 
Guild membership form. Some generous opera 
lovers send in more than one membership fee each 
year. However, if you have already received the 
Bravo Guild Membership Packet for 2018-2019, your 
membership is current through June 30, 2019 and 
you do not need to renew at this time. If you want 
to make an additional donation, thank you! People 
who are unsure of the status of their membership 
can inquire by emailing the Bravo Guild Database 
Manager at eblen@windstream.net.
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On the road 
for opera

In a new partnership, OperaLex and Arts Connect are 
creating two opportunities for opera fans who also love 
travel and new experiences to indulge their passions.

For UKOT’s upcoming production of Madama But-
terfly Arts Connect, a new business formed to provide 
unique travel experiences for lovers of the arts, has 
planned a Bourbon and Butterflies in the Bluegrass 
weekend March 1 through 3 that includes a stay at the 
21C Art Museum Hotel, tours of Woodford Reserve and 
the recently restored Castle and Key distilleries, and a 

private session with the president 
of the Lexington Bourbon Society. 

If that’s not enough, the week-
end also includes a visit to Darby 
Dan Farm to learn about stallions 
and enjoy burgoo. Of course, 
the highlight of the weekend will 
be attending a performance of 
Madama Butterfly after hear-
ing from UKOT’s Dr. Tedrin Blair 
Lindsay about the opera. The 

evening will end with a behind-the-scenes tour hosted 
by Dr. Everett McCorvey after the performance.

In June (Tuesday the 18th through Sunday the 
23rd) McCorvey and Lindsay will join a group that 
will go to St. Louis to see all four productions in 
the St. Louis Opera Theatre’s 2019 season: Rigo-
letto, The Marriage of Figaro, Fire Shut Up In 
My Bones, and The Coronation of Poppea. 

There will be some familiar faces and voices onstage 
for Central Kentucky opera fans. UK Opera alumnae 
Monica Dewey will sing the role of Susanna in Figaro 
and American Spiritual Ensemble singer Karen Slack 
will perform the role of Bille-Mother in the world premier 
of Fire and alumna Mary Hollis Hundley will also sing 
with the company. The group will also be welcomed 
to the opera backstage by performers and directors. 

When not being entertained by great voices and 
performances, the group will visit the St. Louis Art Mu-
seum, Missouri Botanical Gardens, and the Gateway 
Arch, enjoy a ride on the Mississippi River in a paddle 
boat, and take in a St. Louis Cardinal’s home game. 

Details aren't complete but plans are well underway for 
UKOT Undergraduate Studio performances the week-
end of April 12-14. Students will perform pieces based 
on the works of legendary Southern writer Tennessee 
Williams. They’ll be doing opera excerpts, monologues, 
scenes and an original song cycle of Williams' poems 
composed for this project in partnership with the School 
of Music's new opera initiative and Joao Carlos Rocha. 

The performances will be two different programs 
of Tennessee Williams texts in song and words: ex-
cerpts from Summer and Smoke on Friday, April 12 
at 3 p.m. (and possibly Saturday April 13 at 2 p.m. 
but yet to be confirmed). Excerpts from A Streetcar 
Named Desire will be presented Friday, April 12 at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, April 14 at 2 p.m. All perfor-
mances are in the upstairs studio at the Schmidt Vocal 
Arts Center at 412 Rose Street on the UK campus. 

The cast includes: Makeda Hampton, Kelsey Loeslie, 
Gabrielle C. Fuqua, Jessica Bayne, Tevin Vincent, Parker 
Van Houten, Taylor Comstock, Savannah Etter, Kelli Jo 
Crawford and Casey Mayo. Mark your calendars to see 
these young singers performing these exciting pieces.

Get more 
info!

For pricing 
and additional 
information 
about these 
fabulous trips go 
to http://www.
artconnect-
slex.org or call 
859-321-1341.

OperaLex tours offered

Undergrads inspired by 
Tennessee Williams

Meet me in St. Louis
Diana Davidson-Pearce, a founder of Opera 
of Central Kentucky, the precursor to Opera-
Lex, got together with Dr. Everett McCorvey 
after a performance of the American Spiritual 
Ensemble in St. Louis.
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TalkingwithTedrin

One of the most beloved operas in the entire repertoire 
is Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, presented this spring by 
UK Opera for the second time in our history. It presents a 
heart-rending story of the dashed hopes and dreams of a 
young Japanese girl wooed, wed, then abandoned by an 
American naval officer with music of utmost power and 
beauty.

In the past I have resisted this opera because the cal-
lous hero and codependent heroine are both dislikeable 
characters to me, but the gorgeous music, tinged with 
exotic Japanese flavor, and the remarkably detailed dra-
matic construction and portraiture of all the characters 
have won my admiration over the years. I now enjoy 

Madama Butterfly as a cau-
tionary tale against unequal 
partnership in romantic 
relationships and against 
American imperialism – and 
again, the luscious music 
was masterfully realized by 
Puccini, both vocally and 
orchestrally.

Maria Callas and Renata 
Tebaldi were brilliant But-
terflies in their day and 
recorded their interpreta-

tions of the role, both still available. However, I am more 
taken with two other divas of the subsequent generation 
who brought unique qualities to their characterizations, 
which are tied for first place in my estimation.

First, the title role has never been more beautifully 
sung than by Mirella Freni in her 1974 recording for the 
London label, limpid and lovely and heart-wrenching. For 
that matter, Luciano Pavarotti makes the cad Pinkerton 
as sympathetic as possible with stunning vocalism of his 
own, and the Vienna Philharmonic conducted by Herbert 
von Karajan plays the opera with passion and perfection. 
Add the luxurious casting of Christa Ludwig as Butterfly’s 
servant Suzuki, and it is easy to dub this a definitive re-
cording.

Nevertheless, I also cannot imagine the legacy of re-
corded opera without the broken-hearted, impassioned 
Butterfly of Renata Scotto, possibly her greatest charac-
terization. Her voice has nowhere near the plushness of 

Freni’s, but her total command of the verismo style and 
her total commitment to the dramatic journey of the story 
achieve the pinnacle of operatic art. Ably partnered by 
the great Carlo Bergonzi, with Sir John Barbirolli con-
ducting the Rome Opera forces, Scotto made this 1966 
product by the Angel/EMI label an instant classic, secur-
ing her name as one of the legendary Butterflies of all 
time.

Be like me – own and enjoy them both! Happy listen-
ing!

By Tedrin Blair Lindsay, PhD

A luscious cautionary tale

Dr. Tedrin Lindsay

Beautiful Butterflies
Dr. Lindsay's recommendations for your listening 
pleasure...
nMadama Butterfly (Freni/Pavarotti/von Kara-
jan) – London 417 577-2
nMadama Butterfly (Scotto/Bergonzi/Barbirolli) 
– EMI D214865

Dr. Lindsay will give a 
short, free lecture on 
Madama Butterfly at 
6:30 p.m. in Schmidt 
Vocal Arts Center 

before opening night 
Friday, March 1. On 

Saturday,10 a.m. 
- noon, he will go 

in-depth. Cost is $20 
general, $5 students.
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Sondheim's genius 
turns blood into song

Join us
Now you can 
support us 
every time 
you shop 
at Amazon! 
Check out 
operalex.org. 
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Revenge has been a popular theatrical 
theme from the earliest Greek plays to the 
pinnacle of Elizabethan drama, Shake-
speare’s Hamlet. Indeed, who among us 
has not desired (at least in secret) the de-
struction of those who “done us wrong?”

Stephen Sondheim’s epic musical thriller, 
Sweeney Todd: the Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street, presents a startling take on this 
eternal theme: he blends tragedy with com-
edy so persuasively that we laugh even 
as we cringe. The opening ballad, Attend 
the Tale of Sweeney Todd, sets the scene: 
here is a man unhinged by grief and rage 
at a corrupt judge. His return to the scene 
of the injustice unleashes a torrent of blood 
– Sweeney truly served a dark and 
a vengeful god, aided by his paramour, 
Mrs. Lovett, a maker of meat pies whose 
failing business takes a surprisingly pros-
perous turn. 

"Inconspicuous Sweeney was, quick 
and quiet and clean he was. Sweeney was 
smooth, Sweeney was subtle, Sweeney 
would wink and rats would scuttle. Swee-
ney heard music that nobody heard." 

What rescues this grim story so thor-
oughly that it has become of the most 
popular musical productions ever?

“Quite simply, the music.” That was 

Success!
A memorable 
evening of 
food, wine, 
song, and 
supporting 
opera. More 
on Page 5.

Sweeney Todd
Where: Opera House
When: Oct. 4, 8-11 at 7:30 p.m.  
Oct. 5, 11-12 at 2 p.m.
Cost: Ticketed event. Call (800)-
745-3000 or go to lexingtonopera-
house.com.

Attend the tale of SWEENEY TODD.  His skin was PALE and his eye was ODD.   
He shaved the faces of gentle men who NEVER THEREAFTER WERE HEARD OF AGAIN.  

Revenge 
so sweet, 
so lyrical
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